
T h e  C a t h o l i c  

By Dia Boyle

I’ll let you in on a little
secret. We mothers are
crazy about our kids. This
isn’t always obvious, even
to the mothers in question,
when our kids are little and
underfoot. Oh, sure, we
love them, we think they’re
cute as anything, we hurt
when they hurt, and we are
delighted when they are de-
lighted. But when they’re

underfoot, we are too busy being driven crazy
by them to realize just how crazy about them
we are. Let them grow up and move away,
however, and all this is revealed.

We try to hide it. They go off to a week-
long “sleep away” camp and we smile and tell
ourselves how good it will be for them … but
inside we are screaming, “What have I done?”
They go off to college and we’re proud of how
independent they’ve become, but when we are
alone, we dissolve in tears wondering how
they’re doing, whether they’re curled up in a
fetal position under their dorm room desks.
And then they go away for good. A job two
thousand miles away. Marriage. Ordination.
Adulthood. And we realize … they are never
coming home again, except as, gulp, house
guests.

This is when the crazy really kicks in. We

want to know—sometimes desperately—what
is going on in their lives. Not just how the job
is going (as our husbands might inquire) or
how they like their new home. We want to
know what they’re eating for breakfast. Which
grocery store they’re frequenting. What they
think of their next door neighbor or their of-
ficemate. Are they going to Mass? Where? To
Confession? Are they flossing? And even
more importantly, what is going on in their
heads, in their hearts? If we are smart (and
most of us are) we will keep a lot of these
questions to ourselves. But the fact remains:
we want to know, because we’re crazy about
them.

Mary is the Mother of God, and Mary is
our Mother. This isn’t just a nice sentiment; it
is a fact, spiritual and doctrinal, and it has con-
sequences. Mary is our Mother, and she is
crazy about us. More to the point, Mary is my
Mother, and she is crazy about me; your Moth-
er, crazy about you. She wants to know every-
thing about us. It matters to her what we’re
fixing for supper, which route we took to work
this morning, whether we decided to wear the
black shoes or the taupe ones. It matters to her
that we’re feeling a little sad today, or that
we’re worried sick about one of the kids, or
that we just won a little victory at work. And,
just like we are towards our adult children, she
is dying to help us with our difficulties. Dying
to give us good advice. She knows (becauseN
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By David Hottinger

[Editor’s Note: This article
is the first in a series promot-
ing the Cause of the Canoniza-
tion of Father John A. Hardon,
S.J. (1914-2000), who was an
American priest, theologian,
and catechist.]

They say the best way to
learn about something is to
teach it. For the first thirty-
three years of his life, John
Anthony Hardon learned the
Catholic Faith; the last fifty-
three years of his life, he
taught it. For him, that old say-
ing about teaching proved
true. During his half-century
teaching career, Fr. Hardon

By David Hottinger

[Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing is an interview with Dr. Jen-
nifer Roback Morse, president
and founder of the Ruth Insti-
tute, an organization that pro-
motes among college students
the idea of lifelong married
love. Dr. Morse was in the Twin
Cities earlier this month to
speak to the Minnesota Legisla-
ture in support of the constitu-
tional amendment defending
natural marriage.]

“The Catholic Servant”:
Since so many seem to have
forgotten: what is marriage
and what does it do for soci-
ety?
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Motherhood continued page 9

Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.
Possible saint

continued page 8 Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse
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Marriage
continued page 10

Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse 
defends institution of marriage
between a man and a woman

Part I
Fr. John Anthony Hardon, S.J.:
will he become a canonized saint?

Bringing the Faith into the home 
The craziness of motherhood, both earthly and Heavenly motherhood
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During the month of May, Catholics
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary, who

is the  mother of Jesus and the 
mother of the Church.
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Quest ion and Answer

By Bishop John M. LeVoir

Q u e s -
tion: I just
don’t see
how missing
Mass on a
Sunday can
be a mortal
sin. That
means I
could go to
Hell if I de-
l i b e r a t e l y

missed Mass without a good
reason. How could a loving
God do that?

Answer: If we desire to
gain the proper information on
which to base our decisions,
we have to ask the right ques-
tions. So, the question about
Mass attendance should not be:
“Will I go to Hell if I miss one
Mass through my own fault?”
Rather, it should be: “What

should I do to be completely
faithful to Christ and to His
Church?” In other words, our
Mass attendance and participa-
tion in the Mass should be
based on our faith in Jesus
Christ and our love for Him.
If we believe in Christ, we are
going to want to do everything
possible to express our faith in
Him and our love for Him. The
Sunday Eucharist does both of
these things in a preeminent
and mysterious manner. As we
come together as a Christian
community on Sunday to wor-
ship the Father through the Son
and in the Holy Spirit, we ex-
press our faith in the most pro-
found way possible. We wor-
ship on the same day that Jesus
rose from the dead and we ful-
fill the words of the Creed
which state: “For our sake He
was crucified under Pontius Pi-
late; He suffered, died, and was
buried. On the third day He

rose again in fulfillment of the
Scriptures.”
Together with the priest and the
entire Christian community, we
unite ourselves to the sacrifice
of Christ on the Cross, and
with Him, we offer everything
to the Father in the Holy Spirit.
Giving of ourselves in this way
is an act of supernatural love.
This love is expressed for
Christ crucified and risen,
Whose sacrifice of love is
made present under the appear-
ances of bread and wine. When
we receive our Lord in Holy
Communion, we express our
desire to live in union with
Christ forever. “Whoever eats
My flesh and drinks My blood
has eternal life…” (John 6:54)

The Letter to the Hebrews

states how important the Sun-
day Eucharist is for the one
who professes faith in Jesus:
“We should not stay away from
our assembly, as is the custom
of some, but encourage one an-
other…” (Hebrews 10:25) “St.
Justin wrote to the pagan em-
peror Antoninus Pius (138-
161) around the year 155, ex-
plaining what Christians did:
‘On the day we call the day of
the sun, all who dwell in the
city or country gather in the
same place…’” (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, n. 1345)

As Christians, we should
not look at Mass attendance as
a negative exercise, as the orig-
inal question implies. Rather,
“Participation in the communal
celebration of the Sunday Eu-

charist is a testimony of be-
longing and of being faithful to
Christ and to His Church. The
faithful give witness by this to
their communion in faith and
charity. Together they testify to
God’s holiness and their hope
of salvation. They strengthen
one another under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.” (CCC, n.
2182)

The Most Reverend John
M. LeVoir is Bishop of the Dio-
cese of New Ulm, Minnesota.

This article was funded by the
St. Teresa of Avila Chair of Writ-
ing sponsored by an anonymous
patron.

Missing Mass on Sunday—is this really seriously sinful or not?

Bishop
LeVoir
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2181 The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation
and confirmation of all Christian practice. For
this reason the faithful are obliged to participate
in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless
excused for a serious reason (for example, ill-
ness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their
own pastor. Those who deliberately fail in this
obligation commit a grave sin. 

2182 Participation in the communal celebra-
tion of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of
belonging and of being faithful to Christ and to
his Church. The faithful give witness by this to
their communion in faith and charity. Together
they testify to God’s holiness and their hope of
salvation. They strengthen one another under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Sunday Mass obligation 
according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church



By Fr. John Paul Echert

We have
examined se-
lections from
the book of
the Acts of
the Apostles
that show
that Baptism
was not re-
stricted to
Jews alone
but was early

on extended to Samaritans and
Gentiles. But what about in-
fants and children; was Bap-
tism restricted to adults alone?
This is the erroneous view of
some non-Catholic denomina-
tions that practice adult-only
Baptism. Some would argue
that there is no explicit com-
mand by the Lord or the Apos-
tles to baptize children; we
would argue that there is no
command against such Bap-
tisms. In fact there is more to

argue in favor of the Baptism
of children than against it. Je-
sus Himself manifested His
love for children and repri-
manded the disciples for keep-
ing children at a distance:

“Then children were
brought to [Jesus] that He
might lay His hands on them
and pray. The disciples rebuked
the people; but Jesus said, ‘Let
the children come to Me and do
not hinder them, for to such be-
longs the Kingdom of Heaven.’
And He laid His hands on them
and went away.” (Matthew
19:13-15)

Furthermore, as we demon-
strated earlier in this series, the
Old Testament practice of cir-
cumcision—administered eight
days after birth by divine man-
date—prefigured the New Tes-
tament Sacrament of Baptism.
Saint Paul makes this connec-
tion explicit in his Epistle to
the Colossians:

“See to it that no one makes

a prey of you by philosophy
and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to
the elemental spirits of the uni-
verse, and not according to
Christ. For in Him the whole
fullness of deity dwells bodily,
and you have come to fullness
of life in Him, Who is the head
of all rule and authority. In Him
also you were circumcised with
a circumcision made without
hands, by putting off the body
of flesh in the circumcision of
Christ; and you were buried
with Him in Baptism, in which
you were also raised with Him
through faith in the working of
God, Who raised Him from the
dead.” (Col. 2:8-12)

Finally, one of the strongest
arguments favoring infant Bap-
tism is the practice of entire
households accepting Baptism
at the hands of the Apostles.
There are two instances of this
recorded in the book of Acts;
we can only wonder how many
more of these occurred:

“We remained in this city
[Philippi] some days; and on
the Sabbath day we went out-
side the gate to the riverside,
where we supposed there was a
place of prayer; and we sat
down and spoke to the women
who had come together. One
who heard us was a woman
named Lydia, … a seller of
purple goods, who was a wor-
shipper of God. The Lord
opened her heart to give heed
to what was said by Paul. And
when she was baptized, with
her household, she besought us
saying, ‘If you have judged me

to be faithful to the Lord, come
to my house and stay.’ And she
prevailed upon us.” (Acts
16:12-15)

“About midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the prison-
ers were listening to them, and
suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shak-
en; and immediately all the
doors were opened and every
one’s [chains] were unfastened.
When the jailer woke and saw
that the prison doors were
open, he drew his sword and
was about to kill himself, sup-
posing that the prisoners had
escaped. But Paul cried out
with a loud voice, ‘Do not
harm yourself, for we are all
here!’ And he called for lights
and rushed in, and trembling
with fear he fell down before
Paul and Silas, and brought
them out and said, ‘Men, what
must I do to be saved?’ And
they said, ‘Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved,
you and your household.’ And
they spoke the word of the
Lord to him and to all that were
in his house. And he took them
the same hour of the night, and
washed their wounds, and he
was baptized at once, with all
his family. Then he brought
them up into his house, and set
food before them; and he re-
joiced with all his household
that he had believed in God.”
(Acts 16:25-34)

In addition to these in-
stances in Acts there is a com-
ment made by Saint Paul in his

letter to the Colossians that
makes reference to the Baptism
of a household:

“‘I appeal to you, brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree and
that there be no dissensions
among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and
the same judgment. For it has
been reported to me … that
there is quarreling among you,
my brethren. What I mean is
that each one of you says, ‘I be-
long to Paul,’ or ‘I belong to
Apollos,’ or ‘I belong to
Cephas,’ or ‘I belong to Christ.’
Is Christ divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? I
am thankful that I baptized
none of you except Crispus and
Gaius; lest any one should say
that you were baptized in my
name. (I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas. Be-
yond that, I do not know
whether I baptized anyone
else.)” (I Cor. 1:10-16)

Against those who would
argue that we do not have evi-
dence that these households in-
cluded children we should re-
spond in kind: prove that these
households were without chil-
dren. It is more likely that there
were children in these house-
holds, given that contraception
and abortion were not com-
monly practiced by couples of
this period.

As a final comment that is
secondary to our focus upon
the Baptism of children, it
should be noted that in this se-
lection from Colossians, Saint
Paul was not downplaying the
essential importance of Bap-
tism itself but only an inordi-
nate preoccupation on the part
of some Christians upon the
particular minister of the
Sacrament. Baptism in
Christ—and the Holy Trinity—
is precisely what the Church,
from the Apostolic Age to the
present, properly offers to can-
didates of every age, whether
infants or adults, so long as au-
thentic Christian faith is pre-
sent. In the case of infants, it is
the faith of their parents that
suffices, with assurance that
they will raise their children in
the Faith into which they have
been baptized.

Fr. John Paul Echert,
S.S.L., is the pastor of Holy
Trinity Church and St. Augus-
tine Church in South St. Paul,
Minnesota.

This article was funded by the
St. John Fisher Chair of Writing
sponsored by anonymous donor.
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Scriptural background for the Sacraments: Part X
In the early Church, households accepted Baptism at the hands of the Apostles
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By Fr. Michael Miller

We gen-
erally note
anniversaries
in multiples
of five.  I am
not sure why
we do; as ev-
ery anniver-
sary com-
memora te s
an equally

important event in our life.
Perhaps, in addition to being an
easy method of calculation, it is
our way of acknowledging that
although “there is an appointed
time for everything” (Ecclesi-
astes 3:1), God “has put the
timeless into their hearts, with-
out men’s ever discovering,
from beginning to end, the
work which God has done.”
(3:11)  As we add year upon
year we seem to participate
more fully in the blessing of
the Easter Candle, “Christ yes-
terday and today; the beginning
and the end; Alpha and Omega;
All time belongs to Him; and
all the ages; to Him be glory

and power through every age
forever. Amen.”

As I celebrate my 15th an-
niversary of ordination on May
25, I realize the truth of some-
thing that I wrote almost 25
years ago: “Dedicated to Di-
vine Providence.  Only after
having traveled Your road do
we understand all the detours
and turns.  And at times it
seemed we were surely going
the wrong way.  But we can
only see where we are, and
where we have been.  You
know where we ought to go,
and You provide the way.  And
we will find Your destination is
better than our dreams, if only
we obey the signs.”

At the time I wrote that I
never could have dreamt that I
would have learned the things I
learned, met the people I met,
and served the people I served
at St. Joseph’s in West St. Paul;
the Churches of St. Peter and
St. Joseph in Delano; and the
Churches of St. Michael and St.
Mary in Stillwater.  It is true,
“There is no one who has given
up house or brothers or sisters

or mother or father or children
or lands for My sake and for
the sake of the Gospel who will
not receive a hundred times
more in this present age.”
(Mark 10:29-30)  Commenting
on this, Pope Benedict XVI
wrote in the years I was dis-
cerning this call: “God is gen-
erous, and if we look at our
lives with sincerity, then we
can see that whatever we have
given up He has truly repaid a
hundred for one. He does not
let Himself be overtaken by us
in generosity.  He does not wait
for the next life to give us our
reward, but He gives us the
hundred-fold right now, even if
this world does remain a world
of persecutions, sorrows, and
sufferings.  St. Teresa of Avila
has reduced this passage to the
simple form, ‘Already in this
life God gives a hundred for
one.’ We have only to have the
initial courage to be the first to
give the ‘one’” (Journey to
Easter, pp. 179-180).

As I look back on these 15
years, I see more clearly that it
does not all depend on me; it is

His Church, not mine—travel-
ing through time in the lives of
each of its members—and that
“all time belongs to Him”; that
I must be patient and remember
“a bruised reed He will not
break, and a smoldering wick
He will not quench” (Isaiah,
42:3); and that, “it was not you
who chose Me, it was I Who
chose you and appointed you to
go and bear fruit that will re-
main.” (John 15:16)  Finally, I
see with more certainty that
what I wrote 20 years ago in
applying for the St. Paul Semi-
nary is true: “I gave myself to
God not knowing where He
would take me, but trusting

Him, and hoping that I would
serve Him well as a priest of
His Church, bringing His grace
and comfort to His people, and
I have found that what I have
received through God’s provi-
dence is greater than all the
dreams I have ever dreamt.”

Fr. Michael Miller is pastor
of St. Michael’s Church and St.
Mary’s Church in Stillwater,
Minnesota.

This article was funded by the
St. Thomas Aquinas Chair of Writ-
ing sponspored by an anonymous
patron.

15 years and counting—God’s destination is better than our dreams

Fr. Miller

By John Sondag

When the late
Msgr. Gerald Bask-
field went on vaca-
tion from The Saint
Paul Seminary, where
he was assigned as a
professor, he told two
seminarians who
were going to paint
his living quarters,
“Now, if that phone

rings, I don’t want you to answer it!”
“We won’t,” replied the seminari-

ans.
“I mean, I don’t want you to answer

that phone under any circumstance,”
the priest re-emphasized.

“We won’t,” repeated the seminari-
ans.

So Monsignor left, and after about
an hour of painting, the phone rang
about ten times. The seminarians
looked at the phone and at one another,
but they didn’t pick up the receiver.

After 20 rings, the one seminarian
said, “Maybe we should. Maybe it’s an
emergency.”

“No! You heard what Monsignor
said.”

After 30 rings, “Don’t you think we
should?”

“No,” said the other seminarian.
After 40 rings, “I can’t stand it. I’m

answering that thing!” He picked up the
receiver, and the voice on the other end
said, “Hey, you guys, I told you I didn’t
want you to answer that phone under
any circumstances!”

I never met Msgr. Baskfield, but
when I tell that story, I can even imitate
his voice, because I heard that anecdote
so many times when I was at the semi-
nary in the 70s. I remember another
seminary story that begs for imitation of
the voice of the priest involved in it, be-
cause the voice helps to emphasize the
point of the story. One of the great mim-
ics of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis was Fr. Ed Whalen—not

to be confused with the famous journal-
ist-priest, Fr. James Whalen at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas. Fr. Ed Whalen
would relate this incident about Msgr.
Francis Gilligan, who had been a semi-
nary professor, but he would mimic
Monsignor’s voice as he told it:

“On the first day of school one year,
I was in Cretin Residence giving an
opening lecture on discipline to the
seminarians,” said Msgr. Gilligan (imi-
tated by Fr. Whelan). “And there was
this bright, young lad named ‘Ed
Whalen,’ who had just arrived that year,
sitting in the front row, paying attention
to every word, every syllable, I said and
watching every gesture I made.

“I thought to myself, ‘Now, there’s a
fine young student who’s going to excel
at the seminary. He’ll do well here.’ Lit-
tle did I know that the only reason he
was watching me so carefully was so he
could take me off!”

Recently, I was talking to a priest
who had attended The Saint Paul Semi-
nary, and I referred to one of the semi-
nary anecdotes, and he had never heard
it. He said that the lore of the seminary
had stopped in the 80s and 90s. I men-
tioned this to another person who at-
tended the seminary in the 90s, and he
re-affirmed the lack of lore.

This was unfortunate, not just be-
cause there is a lack of humor, which is
bad enough, but seminary lore, as with
any institution with lore, passes on the
values and ideals of an institution. Yes,
these stories show the humorous side of
characters, but that’s part of the value.
Catholic institutions are run by weak
human beings with the help of God’s
grace. And people who attend these in-
stitutions should never lose sight of that

divine quality.
With the seminary, however, proba-

bly something more tragic took place in
the 80s and 90s. There was a fracture in
the Church with the priesthood being
questioned and thus the identity of
priests was challenged. Unfortunately,
whether this was consciously or uncon-
sciously done, seminary lore was not
passed on. This lore communicated
ideas about priests that were inconsis-
tent with ideas about the “new” priests;
thus, the break in continuity.

The good news, however, is that
throughout the country, young men are
entering the priesthood who want a
sense of their roots—they are looking
for their heritage because they under-
stand that the gift of priesthood can be
traced back to the Apostles.

That’s why stories about the priests
who served the seminary for years are
valuable for connecting seminarians
with their heritage. They ground them
in the sense that priests are drawn from
the frail, weak human race and have
some of the same foibles men had in
years gone by.

One of the stories that I love to relate
is about Msgr. Ellsworth Kneal, who
taught canon law but fancied himself a
mechanic. He was also a penny-pincher,
so if he could save a nickel, he was
thrilled. When the automatic garage
door openers came on the market,
Msgr. Kneal was not going to spend any
hard-earned money for a gadget that he
could put together himself.

So he took a photo-electric cell and
put it in a container that could spot a
flash outside a window of the priests’
garages in the administration building
of the seminary. When activated by the
light, this cell would trigger a latch
which held down the garage door. Mon-
signor attached a strong spring to the
bottom of the door, so when the latch
was released, the door would be pulled
up by the spring.

Perfect, except for two problems: 1)
It took someone as strong as an ox to

pull the door closed because the spring
needed to be so tight to pull open the
door, and 2) Monsignor forgot that ev-
ery afternoon at 5:00 P.M. the sun set
and the light from the sun would shine
through the garage window and auto-
matically trigger the photo-electric cell.

Of course, some stories might have
been embellished and fabricated to
make a point. For instance, there’s the
story of Fr. Francis Missia, who was
brought from Europe by Archbishop
John Ireland to teach music. Fr. Missia
was a legend and a character. He was
tall, overweight, straight-forward, ac-
cented in his speech, and loud, but he
had a glorious bass voice that was
strong and overpowering.

The story goes that when Fr. Missia
died, St. Peter welcomed him into
Heaven, and said, “Oh, Fr. Missia,
we’ve been waiting for you for cen-
turies to direct the heavenly choir. Just
tell me how many voices you need, and
we’ll get them for you as soon as we
can.”

“Vell, now, I need 50,000 sopranos,
60,000 altos, and 40,000 tenors,”
replied Fr. Missia.

St. Peter wrote this down, paused,
and said, “But, Fr. Missia, you don’t
have any basses. What about basses?”

Fr. Missia retorted, “Vell, now, for
sure, I can handle that myself!”

So, the seminaries need lore—with
plenty of humor. “Wherever the
Catholic sun doth shine, there’s always
laughter and good, red wine.” May the
lore transmit priestly values grounded
in a humanity that is humble enough to
chuckle at itself.

John Sondag is Director of Reli-
gious Education at the Church of St.
Helena in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and
publisher of “The Catholic Servant.”

Sondag

Wherever the Catholic sun 
doth shine

There’s always laughter 
and good red wine,

At least, I’ve always found it so,
Benedicamus Domino!

(By Hilaire Belloc)

Wherever the Catholic sun doth shine, there will be humor in seminaries

Have questions about your
vocation?
Call Fr. Troy Przybilla,
Vocations Director
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis
651-962-6892
stpaulpriest@10000vocations.org
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By Mary Ann Kuharski

My daugh-
t e r - i n - l a w
Quy is new
to our family
and new to
A m e r i c a .
Even after
l i v i n g
through two
M i n n e s o t a
winters, she

is still fascinated by snow and
delighted when the ground is
covered with white! She helps
remind us of what we may not
always appreciate!

Quy came from a strong
Catholic family in Saigon,
Vietnam (renamed Ho Chi
Minh City after the war). In
fact, one of her four brothers is
a priest, and her uncle, whom
they are very close to, was un-
til recently the Archbishop of
Hanoi.

Last year, Quy married our
son Charlie (who was adopted
by us from an orphanage in
Vietnam when he was five and
one-half years old). They have
now made their home in Excel-
sior, Minnesota.

This year their hopes and
prayers for a family were an-
swered when Quy became
pregnant. Charlie has been one
of the “favorite” babysitters for
his nieces and nephews and
now, at last, he would become a
daddy.

Also new to Quy was Amer-
ica’s medical procedures and
hospitals, something most
Americans take for granted. (If
you need hospitalization in
Vietnam, you may wait for
days in long lines just to get a
room, and then must be pre-

pared to bring your own towels
and bedding, and arrange for
family or friends to provide
your meals.)

When Quy became preg-
nant she and Charlie chose a
Catholic family practice group
for her medical care and a
Catholic hospital to deliver
their baby. It was reassuring to
her.

Women have babies every
day without complications, but
in Quy’s case, her labor and de-
livery did not go without prob-
lems. I was privileged to be at
the hospital with Charlie and
Quy during her labor. Initially,
all seemed to be progressing
well. After many hours, how-
ever, her physician called in a
specialist, and after examina-
tion and consultation with
Charlie and Quy, the decision
was made for her to undergo a
C-section delivery. By this
time, Quy and Charlie were
both more than a bit anxious
and eager to “have it over.”

Before wheeling Quy into
the delivery room, the surgeon
asked if they would like to pray
together. I was waiting in the
hall at the time, when Charlie
rushed out and said, “Mom,
come on in; we’re going to
pray before they take Quy!”

There we were, gathered
around Quy’s bedside, as the
surgeon prayed, “Heavenly Fa-
ther, we ask you to be with us
now and to guide my hands
during the surgery and keep
them steady.…” It was a tender
and prayerful moment—reas-
suring to all of us!

“After the doctor prayed, I
completely relaxed,” Quy later
said. “I knew God was in con-
trol and no longer felt worried

or scared.”
Once Quy and baby were

home, they e-mailed her moth-
er and family in Vietnam to tell
them of the new baby and the
surgeon’s prayer before deliv-
ery.

Not bad publicity for Amer-
ica in my mind!

My daughters Angie and
Kari were the ones who had
recommended the Catholic
family practice group, as well
as the hospital. Both had deliv-
ered their babies in the same
setting.

“What could be better than
to be at a Catholic hospital and
be offered prayer and Holy
Communion while you’re recu-
perating?” Angie asked Quy.

This meant a thirty-mile
drive, one way, for Charlie and
Quy every time they made a
doctor visit, or toured the hos-
pital, yet today they are so hap-
py they made that choice.

These newest grandbabies
are God’s reminders of His
love. Baby Addie, who was
born in January, is the third
daughter for Angie and Adam,
and resembles her big sister Gi-
anna (age 5) who dreams of be-
ing a princess or a dancer,
while her sister Lucie is an
impish two and resembles her
mother in looks and behavior.
And now, our newest grand-
child, a first for son Charlie and
Quy.

So, who is this new little
someone who joins the Kuhars-
ki clan? Her name is Isabella
Marie and she weighed in at a
bouncing six pounds, thirteen
ounces, with beautiful features
that blend her mother’s Asian
eyes and sweet lips and her fa-
ther’s darker complexion and

pug nose.
When the news went out

over the Internet to friends and
family, Charlie’s brother Tony,
who is in the military and re-
cently returned to the States af-
ter suffering injuries in Iraq,
yet is never without a quick re-
tort, sent back this message:
“Congrats, beautiful name, a
half black, half Vietnamese
baby with an Italian first name
and a Polish last name; gotta
love that. Be well. Tony”

We are so grateful for the
expert pre-natal and hospital
care our daughters and now
daughter-in-law received from
the physicians and staff at the
Catholic hospitals. Undergoing
a last-minute C-section after a
day in labor was not easy; yet
the simple prayer by the sur-
geon offered comfort and reas-
surance at just the right time.

Charlie and Quy’s recent
doctor and hospital experience
was a fresh and up-close re-
minder of the great blessings
we have as Catholics to choose
our own physicians and health
care facilities.

What a gift we have in ded-
icated Catholic nurses, doctors,
and hospital staff. These are the
people who will be on the

“front lines” in opposition to
ObamaCare or any abortion
mandates or end of life direc-
tives (Heaven forbid “death
panels”). They deserve our
gratitude, our support, and
most especially our prayers.
Thank you for helping assure
the safe delivery of Baby Addie
and Baby Isabella Marie!

Mary Ann Kuharski is a
homemaker and mother of 13
(ages 20-40), six of whom came
by adoption and are of mixed
races, some with special needs.
She is the author of Raising
Catholic Children and Parent-
ing with Prayer (OSV Press),
and Building a Legacy of Love
(Faith Publishing).

Kuharski   

Family Life
Family and prayers welcome and bring comfort for a new Kuharski grandbaby!
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Wills and Living Trusts
If I asked most people for $10,000 from their expendable income to
give to "The Catholic Servant," they would wonder if I were serious.
They just don't have that kind of money.  But, if I asked most people
to leave $10,000 (or more) to "The Catholic Servant" in their will or
living trust, they'd say "that's possible," because $10,000 can be a
small portion of many people's estate.  So, I’m asking you to remem-
ber "The Catholic Servant" when you are making out your will or liv-
ing trust.  Spreading, explaining, and defending the Catholic Faith
takes more than good will—it takes money to pay for printing, writ-
ing, postage, graphics, circulation efforts, and so forth.  We rely on
gifts to help us do our work, So please remember "The Catholic Ser-
vant."  Of course, more importantly, it takes God's grace, so even if
you can't remember our paper in your will, we would appreciate your
prayers.

Our legal title is "The Catholic Servant."
Our address is 3204 East 43rd St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55406

Call 612-275-0431 for further information.

Sponsored by
The Brothers and Sisters of Penance of St. Francis

Father Randal Kasel - Retreat Master

THEME: "Imitating our Lord in prayer and penance."

Fr. Kasel serves as Parochial Administrator at
the Church of St. Charles in Bayport, MN. He
is also the Archdiocesan Director of the Legion
of Mary. Father will speak on imitating our Lord
Jesus in the practice of prayer and penance.
Emphasis will be given to the meaning of re-
demptive suffering as practiced by St. Francis
of Assisi, and other Franciscan Saints. Sunday
Mass at the retreat will be celebrated by Bish-
op Lee A. Piché of the Archdioceses of St. Paul
and Minneapolis.

Franciscan Retreat Center-Prior Lake, Minnesota
Cost: $150.00. To reserve a place send $25 to:

BSP Retreat
c/o Paul Beery BSP

2108 Pleasant Ave, #114
Minneapolis, MN 55404

For further information call: 612-871-2852 (Home); 612-730-4500 (cell)

WEBSITE: BSPENANCE.ORG

Retreat: July 29-31, 2011

Parish Business Administrator needed: 
Assist Pastor to manage finances, facilities, legal and per-
sonnel matters and some planning.  Need practicing
Catholic with leadership, organization, communication and
computer skills; experience with parish school & cemetery
desirable.  Req. BA or equivalent; prefer exper. in Parish
Bus. Admin. Salary: $55-65,000 w/benefits. Application in
writing only by Tues., May 24 4 PM: Search Committee,
Church of St. Peter, 1250 South Shore Drive, Forest Lake,
MN  55025.  fax 651 982-2226; or search@stpeterfl.org



By John Sondag

[Editor’s
Note: Mr.
Christopher
C a r s t e n s ,
M.A., is the
Director of
Worship for
the Diocese
of La Crosse,
Wiscons in ,

and a visiting
lecturer for

the Liturgical Institute of the
University of St. Mary of the
Lake, Mundelein, Illinois. He
was recently in the Twin Cities
giving a presentation on the
new translation changes in the
texts for the Sacred Liturgy
which are scheduled for Ad-
vent, 2011. “The Catholic Ser-
vant” was able to interview Mr.
Carstens about these upcoming
changes.]

“The Catholic Servant”:
First of all, why should we be
concerned, or, better, how
should we be concerned
about the changes in the Sa-
cred Liturgy which will be
implemented in Advent,
2011, as opposed to just going
through the routine of stand-
ing there doing what we’re

supposed to be doing?
Mr. Carstens: I think if

Catholics are going to take the
time to come to Mass, they
may as well know what’s going
on there: “Can I get something
out of it?” as we say. And so
the concern is, the opportunity
is, to see the meaning in the
words that we speak. And the
liturgy’s a whole complex of
signs and symbols, but if we
don’t know their origins or
meaning, then we don’t benefit
by it. So that’s the opportunity
that forces us to become re-en-
gaged with the meaning of our
Faith and of the Mass.

“The Catholic Servant”:
Do you see that the new
changes are going to be help-
ful in giving us the opportu-
nity to grow spiritually and
deepen our understanding of
the Church?

Mr. Carstens: Well, they
have that potential. The mean-
ing of the Mass is the same to-
day as it will be a year from to-
day. What the new translation
gives us is a more direct access
to the meaning that’s there.
What we would notice as
changes in the translation are
there because they more clear-
ly say and more clearly express
the meaning of the Mass.

Now, it’s not magic of
course. We need to do our own
work to understand what it is
that’s being said. If you want to
learn a foreign language, you
have to go through the work of
doing it. Now, this isn’t an en-
tirely foreign language, but
there’s a certain way that the
Church speaks that’s different
from the way that most of us
speak in the course of our lives.
So part of what is required of
us is, as we say, forming kind
of a sacramental way of hear-
ing and looking for the sources
of the meaning in the different
origins of the Church’s lan-
guage.

“The Catholic Servant”:
Why now? Why are we going
through all of this now?
Some people would say, we
were doing just fine, so why
upset the apple cart?

Mr. Carstens: Well,
[there’s] John Paul II in his fa-
mous line about do not be sat-
isfied with mediocrity. I don’t
want to accuse anybody except
for myself of being mediocre,
but we can always do better.
Until the coming of the King-
dom and the sanctification of
the entire world, we can always
be doing better. So, yes, we
have been doing fine, but this

is an occasion for greater holi-
ness, greater spirituality, for
greater opportunity to en-
counter Christ through the
Mass.

“The Catholic Servant”:
Weren’t the old translations
good?

Mr. Carstens: Yes. But, as
we’ve said before, after 1,700
years of saying Mass in Latin,
learning how to translate for
the sake of liturgical purposes
was not something that the
Church was familiar with. And
so it’s taken 50 years with the
word that John Paul uses: mat-
uration. It’s taken 50 years of
pastoral practice, scholarship,

reflection, trial, error—all of
these things—it’s taken awhile
for the Church to come to an
understanding of how to trans-
late adequately. And not just
adequately, but beautifully,
clearly, and precisely, the
words of the Mass to convey
the meaning. So this isn’t a re-
jection. The third edition is not
a rejection of the second edi-
tion: it was wrong, this is right.
It’s kind of a natural movement
of the living organism, that
with experience and time you
get better.

The translations of the Mass will be changing on the first Sunday of Advent
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Now Is The Time To Visit La Crosse’s Shrine Of Our Lady Of Guadalupe

PILGRIMAGE TO 
Champion Wi. (near Green Bay) 1st and
only Apparition Site in the USA approved
by the Church. Motorcoach departs from
the Twin City Area. 

Many opportunities 
from the Twin City area....

call for dates call for dates 
May through October. 

A priest will accompany every group.

Pilgrimage sponsored by:

www.jericochristianjourneys.com
Call toll-free 1-877-453-7426 

Translations of the Mass
continued page 11

Christopher
Carstens



By John Sondag
This is a first. “The

Catholic Servant” has never
given is “Pope John Paul II
Catholic Servant of the Third
Millennium Award” posthu-
mously to anyone, but this year
it's appropriate that we honor
the life of Raymond C.
Bonnabeau, M.D., Ph.D.,who
died on February 26, 2011.  

He was a man who lived
out the values (of spreading,
teaching, and defending the
Faith) promoted by “The
Catholic Servant.”  He knew
his faith and he was not afraid
to talk about his beliefs or to

help others live their faith. 
He was a great supporter of

the paper, not only with the
gifts that he and his wife, Mary,
gave the paper (they were
sponsors of a chair of writing),
but also by his talents.  He
would monthly take  the fea-
ture picture of a stained glass
window or religious statue for
the front page.

Dr. Bonnabeau was a
Knight of the Holy Seplucher,
a third order Franciscan, and a
member of the Cathedral
parish where he would serve
Mass on Saturday evenings.
He was also a frequent altar

server at the VA Hospital
where he practiced medicine as
a cardiologist.

On the natural level, he had
worked his way up to the rank
of a major general (that’s two
stars), and he was not only a
cardiologist but also had a doc-
torate in surgery which enabled
him to be a clinical professor.

The father of four children,
Dr. Bonnabeau was married to
his wife, Mary, who will re-
ceive the award on Tuesday,
May 24, at “The Catholic Ser-
vant” Fundraising Dinner.
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TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2011

Rowan Hall, The Church of St. Helena, 
3204 E. 43rd St., Minneapolis, MN.

6:00 p.m. Social and silent auction
7:00 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Presentation of the annual Pope John Paul II Catholic Servant of 

the Third Millennium Award to Dr. Raymond Bonnabeau, M.D., Ph.D.
8:30 p.m. Talk by the Most Rev. Alexander K. Sample, D.D. 

I did not come
to be served,
but to serve.
Matthew 20:28

Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample,
Bishop of Marquette, Michigan

As a way of reaching out 
to spread, explain, and defend
the Catholic Faith, approximate-
ly 44,000  copies of “The
Catholic Servant” are printed
each month.  Of that number,
close to 26,000 copies are mailed
free of charge to households and
students.  Approximately 200 are
purchased through subscriptions,
and the rest are distributed free
of charge through parishes and
various outlets.  By participating
in this fundraiser, you can help
us with this important endeavor
of evangelization, catechesis,
and apologetics. 

__I would like a table 8 tickets for $800
__I would like __ tickets@ $100
__I would like to donate a gift for the Silent Auction.
__I would like to be a Sponsor for the dinner.
$1000__$500__$250__$100__Other__

Name____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City____________________State_____Zip_______________

Make checks payable to "The Catholic Servant." For each $100 ticket,$75 is tax deductable.
For further information, please call 763-502-0792.

Mail to: Catholic Servant Dinner
c/o Barbara Ernster
5225 Lincoln St. N.E.
Fridley, MN 55421

You are cordially invited to attend
The Catholic Servant
15 thannual Benefit Dinner

You are cordially invited to attend
The Catholic Servant
15 thannual Benefit Dinner

I did not come
to be served,
but to serve.
Matthew 20:28

Pope John Paul II Catholic Servant of the Third Millennium Award to be given
posthumously to Dr. Raymond Bonnabeau   

Our mission is to provide
pro-life, Christian health
care for your family. 
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Obstetrics and Gyneco-
logical services.
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4465 White Bear Parkway
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
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•  Dr. Mary Paquette, M.D., Family Practice/OB

•  Dr. Matthew Paquette, M.D., Internist

•  Dr. Kathleen Kobbermann, M.D., Family Practice/OB

•  Cheryl McKee, P.A.-C, Physicians Assistant

Our mission is to provide
pro-life, Christian health
care for your family. 

Now offering specialty
Obstetrics and Gyneco-
logical services.



learned something about the
Faith that made all the theology
of his younger days so much
straw in comparison. Teaching
taught him something that is at
once the greatest evidence of
truth of the Catholic religion
and, at the same time, the
greatest obstacle to accepting
it.

This paradox is best intro-
duced by analogy. Imagine a
self-help guru who starts his
spiel by promising his ener-
gized audience, “Tell you what,
guys, if you put this into prac-
tice and are faithful to my
teaching, I guarantee … (he
pauses for effect) … I guaran-
tee you, that you’ll suffer for it
your entire life, and the more
faithful you are to my words,
the more you can expect to suf-
fer!” Here the guru takes a
drink of water. He clears his
throat and continues, half his
audience already out the door,
the other half lined up to leave,
“And you will be truly happy.”

Such was the lesson Fr.
John Hardon, S.J., learned
about remaining faithful to the
teachings of Christ. Such was
the lesson he regularly passed
on, in stark terms, to his audi-
ence. And the only explanation
of why, with such a message,
he had any audiences at all, is
that those audiences found
proof of both parts of that hard
lesson in the very person who
taught it to them. 

Fr. Hardon came of age dur-
ing something of a golden age
in the life of the Catholic
Church in America. It was a
time when the Catholic school
system was the envy of the
world. Pews were packed.
Archbishop Fulton Sheen was
on the radio and television. At
the time, there was nothing par-
ticularly remarkable about a
young Jesuit of above-average
intelligence named Hardon,
just ordained in 1947. That was
all soon to change.

The modern world has a
hard time with religion, partly
because religion doesn’t allow
you to change your mind near-
ly as often as the modern world
would like. The modern world
has a particularly hard time
with the Catholic religion be-
cause Catholicism has been ex-
ceptionally “close-minded” in
its resistance to something it
calls “heresy,” which to the
modern world is something as
innocent as changing your
mind.

Over the centuries, heresy
has played an interesting (you
might say providential) role
shaping Catholic doctrine. Like
a statue cut out of stone, each
attempt to modify the Faith of
the Apostles has only served to
better define the Image taking
shape. That’s not to say some
large chunks of rock haven’t
been lopped off from the body
of the Church in the process.
Even so, geniuses like Augus-
tine, Aquinas, and Bellarmine
may never have risen as high as
they did had they not been im-

pelled by their heretical adver-
saries.

Thanks to heresy, the
Catholic theologians in the
twentieth century possessed a
more perfect understanding of
their faith than did their prede-
cessors. But while the statue
representing the Catholic intel-
lectual tradition stood more
clearly defined in the twentieth
century than ever before, it also
stood amidst a great pile of
rubble. In other words, there
were a whole lot of bad ideas
lying around by the beginning
of the prior century.

The usual progression of vi-
olent video games is to battle a
series of minions before ad-
vancing to the boss-guy. Vio-
lent video games and heresy
follow a similar progression. In
the twentieth century, these bad
ideas cluttering the ground on
which Catholic theology stood
were lumped together into a
boss-heresy that Fr. Hardon
would identify as “all the here-
sies of the previous nineteen
Christian centuries rolled into
one.” The name for this
franken-dox was modernism.

Modernism, whatever it
was, proved unlike other here-
sies the Catholic Church had
combated. It seemed to be sup-
ported by cold hard scientific
facts postulated by new theo-
ries like Relativity and Evolu-
tion. It resulted in a powerful
combination. A number of
Catholic theologians began to
make concessions to mod-
ernism, and strains of the
heresy began to subtly infect
Catholic thought. Some dis-
eases blossom quickly after in-
fection, ravaging the victim
and then subsiding. Modernism
was more like a virus that lay
dormant for years, quietly re-
producing itself in the host
body. In his Jesuit training
days, Fr. Hardon discovered
that this virus was reproducing
itself in the very seminaries
and schools of theology that
were supposed to be training
the Church’s white blood cells.
It would not be long before the
Church began showing symp-
toms.

The devil got his decade in
the 1960s. While Mother
Church was shifting her weight
in the wake of the Second Vati-
can Council, her enemies
pounced on her. Parties within

the Church, seduced by mod-
ernist thought, seized on what
they thought was the spirit of
the Council, rather than the let-
ter of the lengthy Latin docu-
ments it actually produced. In
short, they changed a lot more
things than the bishops intend-
ed, and changed them in ways
the Pope would not have ap-
proved.

Those who did not live
through those days are not the
ones to be describing them. But
the statistics tell some of the
story. Vocations in the United
States dropped by nearly ninety
percent. Mass attendance
plummeted. Hundreds of
parishes and schools closed in
the ensuing decades. Religious
left their convents and voca-
tions in droves. Hundreds of
thousands, if not millions, of
American Catholics would
give up the Faith.

At the same time, confusion
abounded among faithful
Catholics about just what they
believed. Folks didn’t know if
priests would soon be allowed
to be married, women, or both.
Literature appeared claiming
the Church’s position on moral
issues like homosexuality,
abortion, and contraception
had been “relaxed.” Adding to
the confusion, individual bish-
ops were making their own
rules about these issues. Worse
still, many Catholics had
bought into the dogma of the
day that said individuals had to
“figure out for themselves”
what was true and good, if any-
thing. Conceivably, this sort of
figuring has been the hobby of
humans with leisure time in ev-
ery age. The only difference
was that now people thought
they could come to different
conclusions and still call them-
selves Catholic.

This was the turbulent sea
on which Fr. John Hardon was
asked to sail. He taught authen-
tic, orthodox Catholic doctrine
at a time when most people,
Catholics included, were terri-
bly confused, if not downright
mistaken, or openly hostile, to
what the Church actually
taught. A student of history, Fr.
Hardon knew that to compro-
mise the Faith was to lose the
Faith, if not immediately, then
assuredly eventually. And to
the dismay of many in his day,
Fr. Hardon did not compro-

mise. At a time when many the-
ologians would wink at reali-
ties like the existence of the
devil and the Real Presence, Fr.
Hardon was still using words
like “heretical,” “diabolical,”
and worse, “sinful.”

But history had also taught
Fr. Hardon that it had never
been popular to practice ortho-
dox Christian religion, let alone
teach it. Moreover, he didn’t
have time for theologians who
were too open-minded to be-
lieve in angels; he had work to
do.

Fr. Hardon prayed for three
hours a day and was ordered by
his superiors to take seven
hours of rest a night. The other
fourteen hours were for Christ.
Evidently, Christ asked him to
spend every minute of them
catechizing His sheep. Fr.
Hardon lectured on every topic
imaginable: from metaphysics
to the practice of prayer, from
comparative religion to the
mystery of the Trinity. He lec-
tured in every place conceiv-
able: from Jesuit seminaries to
secular universities, retreat
centers to church basements.
And he taught everyone God
put in front of him, from a Mis-
sionary of Charity to a Muslim
on an airplane. When he wasn’t
teaching, he was before the
Blessed Sacrament writing
books, letters, a catechism, and
even a dictionary, or crisscross-
ing the globe founding insti-
tutes and apostolates to fill
whatever need he saw, or at re-
treat centers giving confer-
ences and hearing Confessions.

As much as Fr. Hardon
taught the Faith, more so did he
suffer for the Faith. He suffered
in the body: from asthma and
perpetual frailty throughout
most his life; late in life from
heart failure and loss of vision,
hearing, and his voice; and he
died of cancer. He also suffered
in the spirit: he experienced the
pain of a priest seeing so many
irregularities in the Holy Mass;
a theologian seeing so many er-
rors abound in the Church; a
catechist seeing so many leave
the Faith without ever having
understood it. And he suffered

at the hands of others: he lost a
teaching appointment over
abortion; he was banned from
Jesuit seminaries for not ap-
proving of enneagrams; pastors
would routinely leave his con-
ferences out of their bulletins
because the man was “divi-
sive.”

But don’t feel too bad for
him: this is a man who prayed
for martyrdom at every Mass
he offered. What should sur-
prise us is not that this man suf-
fered, but how happy he was to
do it. In spite of all the crosses
he bore, you would almost say
he was giddy if you had the
grace to meet him. It made one
think that there must be some
truth behind that common re-
frain of his: “the greatest joy
we may experience in this
life—and what a mystery this
is,” he would say, “the greatest
joy we may experience here is
to suffer lovingly for God. And
that is not a pious platitude!”

In spite of his prayers, the
red martyrdom of bodily death
was not to be his, but rather
that white martyrdom of daily
witnessing to Christ and death
to self. In recognition of his
heroic witness and contribu-
tions teaching the Faith, Fr.
Hardon’s cause for canoniza-
tion opened in 2005, just five
years after his death. In support
of that effort, “The Catholic
Servant” is publishing a series
of articles on his life in the is-
sues that follow. The hope is to
convince readers of his sanctity
as much as it is to acquaint
them with his many insights on
living an authentic Catholic life
in America today.

David Hottinger is a free-
lance writer from the Twin
Cities who is attending the
University of Minnesota Law
School.

This article was funded by the
St. Benedict Chair of Writing spon-
sored by an anonymous patron.

Possible saint
continued from page 1
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By Douglas G. Bushman

Certainly the wrong
response to the com-
plaint about not get-
ting anything out of
Mass is to change the
Mass. For one thing,
the reasons why peo-
ple think Mass is
meaningless for them
are multiple, and they
change. One could be
forever tweaking the

liturgy in the futile attempt of making it
more relevant. For another thing, for
many people Mass is profoundly valu-
able, the very center of their life of
faith. To change it would be a terrible
betrayal of their faith. Finally, the Mass
is not ours to alter. Even if some ele-
ments can be changed and have in fact
been modified over the centuries, what
is essential to the Mass is unchanging
because it is Christ Who comes to en-
counter His Bride, the Church, in the
Mass, and His love and the truth upon
which it is established are unchanging.

What remains is for a transformation
to take place in those who complain of
getting little or nothing out of Mass.
Certainly an integral catechesis is indis-
pensable. Is there any real surprise that
people would find God’s language
strange, foreign, incomprehensible, if
they never think of Him, if they have
not bothered to get to know Him, read
the books about Him? All liturgy pre-
supposes evangelization, conversion,
faith, and adherence to God’s will. (see
Catechism of the Catholic Church, nn.

1072 and 1098) That is a minimum con-
dition for people to understand what is
taking place when God speaks His lan-
guage of love.

We need to understand what the
grumbling about not getting anything
out of Mass really means. It could be
rephrased in this way: “I don’t see any
connection between what happens at
Mass and how I live my daily life.”
People today as in every age have no
time for irrelevancies. If the Mass does
not correspond more transparently to
the values by which they engage their
freedom, make their choices, and claim
their happiness, then it will certainly be
irrelevant. It will not contribute in any
way to their quest for a fully human life.

This shows that what is ultimately at
stake is the very definition of what it
means to be human and to live life with
meaning and purpose. There is much
evidence of futility and meaningless-
ness in our culture. Might it be time for
men and women of faith, in the name of
the New Evangelization, to help people
discover that the root reason why they
get little or nothing out of Mass is that
they are getting little or nothing out of
life? One cannot live aimlessly all week
long and have any realistic hope of
finding meaning at Mass.

Why is this? Because, as the Cate-
chism teaches: “We pray as we live, be-
cause we live as we pray.” (n. 2725)
The Mass is prayer. It is above all the
prayer of Christ to the Father. If a per-
son lives with no thought about the Fa-
ther or His Kingdom or His plan of
love, it is to be expected that he would
find the preoccupations of Jesus’ heart

beyond comprehension. If people live
as if God does not exist, indifference to
His love revealed in Christ is readily
understandable. Even for people with a
smidgen of spirituality, who pray from
time to time, prayer is often reduced to
petitions. Much of the liturgy is prayer
of adoration, praise, and thanksgiving.
If these modes of prayer are unfamiliar,
it stands to reason that people will feel
unconnected.

The sooner people realize that much
work of evangelization, catechesis, and
conversion needs to be done outside of
the liturgy, as a prerequisite for the
liturgy, the sooner the temptation to
change the liturgy can be laid to rest. As
the Dominican professor of theology,
Father Simon Tugwell, wrote: “Liturgy
is essentially something given, and in
this it expresses a fundamental feature
of all prayer. Its sublime lack of concern
for our personal moods is a forcible re-
minder that when we come to God, it is
not to force our moods or our interests
on to Him, but to receive His interests
and to let Him, in a sense, share His
moods with us.”

God loves us too much to cater to
our dispositions. His love is more per-
fect than that cheap concern that is con-
tent simply to acknowledge another’s
current state in order to make him feel
understood and accepted. God’s desire
is that we come to understand Him and
His love, by which He encounters us in
order to raise us to new heights. Readi-
ness to be loved and transformed,
which presupposes a judgment of the
need for this love and transformation, is
the prerequisite for a meaningful expe-

rience of the liturgy. That is no facile
accomplishment in a world confident of
man’s capacity to forge his own happi-
ness and fulfillment. Without humility
there is no prayer at all, and no entrance
into the liturgy. This is why Mass be-
gins with the Confiteor.

One of the features of the modern
world that affects people’s dispositions
with respect to God is that as never be-
fore man is able to satisfy his own de-
sires: clothes tailored to conform to in-
dividual tastes; cars ordered with per-
sonalized colors; food ordered to com-
ply with personal tastes; curricula struc-
tured to suit individual learning styles
and interests. In a market-driven econo-
my, consumers have learned that mar-
keters are eager to identify personal
preferences and cater to them.

God is not a marketer. He is Truth
and Love. He is our Savior. Those who
recognize their need for redemption
possess the fundamental disposition to
derive great benefit from the liturgy.
They possess the humility that opens
one’s heart and freedom to God, Who
“resists the proud, but gives grace to the
humble.” (James 4:6)

Douglas G. Bushman, S.T.L., is Di-
rector of the Institute for Pastoral The-
ology of Ave Maria University.

This article was funded by the St. Aloy-
sius Gonzaga Chair of Writing sponsored by
Aolysius and Alice Mayers and Gerald and
Ginny Zink.
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“I don’t get anything out of Mass”: a response that opens us to God’s love

Bushman

she is wiser than we are) how
we could take a shortcut
through some of the suffering
in life, if only we’d listen to her
and take her advice. But, like a
wise mother, she knows it is
best to wait to give advice or
offer help until she is asked.
But, oh, is she ever yearning to
be asked.

May is her month. Let’s
make her happy by spending
some time telling her about our
lives and asking for her help
and advice and prayers. And
just like any other mother, she

wouldn’t mind a little affection
now and then. She’d love to
know her picture is hanging on
our wall, she’d love for us to
bring her flowers, and she’d
love for us to whisper, “I love
you.”

Dia Boyle is a wife, free-
lance speaker, and writer from
St. Paul, Minnesota.

This article was funded by the
St. Joseph the Worker Chair of
Writing sponsored by an anony-
mous patron.
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Dr. Morse: Marriage is so-
ciety’s way of attaching moth-
ers and fathers to children.
Without that core purpose, we
wouldn’t need marriage. Life-
long sexual monogamy would
be useless. 

Historically, everywhere
and always, marriage has
achieved this purpose through
what’s called the presumption
of paternity: society assumes
that any children born to a wife
are children of her husband
too. The combination of the
presumption of paternity and
the social norm of sexual ex-
clusivity work in tandem to
serve a legitimate public pur-
pose. That purpose includes
the interest of the child in hav-
ing a mother and a father to
care for the individual and the
interests of the parents in hav-
ing public acknowledgement of
their parental rights and re-
sponsibilities.

Notice this is a public pur-
pose. The other, private pur-
poses of marriage—compan-
ionship, emotional support,
sharing of finances, sexual ex-
clusivity—all these together
don’t add up to public purpose.
They certainly don’t add up to
tax benefits. Without its public
purpose of connecting children
to mothers and fathers, mar-
riage is just a friendship. And
what interest does the govern-
ment have in recognizing a
friendship?

“The Catholic Servant”:
Good question. So then what
is at stake in the marriage de-
bate?

Dr. Morse: Everything is
at stake. If we lose on this, we
lose everything. Because it
connects children to their bio-
logical parents, marriage is at

the core of how society orga-
nizes itself. A redefinition of
marriage will change the basis
of how society organizes itself.

Same-sex couples are fun-
damentally different from cou-
ples of the opposite sex with
respect to being able to procre-
ate together. So in redefining
marriage to include same-sex
couples, these courts and legis-
latures have to completely
write off the purpose of procre-
ation. It’s not that they say it’s
not the primary purpose of
marriage; they say it’s not even
one of its purposes. If you take
out that core meaning, there is
nothing of the original institu-
tion left. 

What’s more, redefining
marriage redefines parent-
hood. In a natural marriage,
the children are nearly always
with their biological parents,
with adoption being the rare
exception. But in a same-sex
marriage, the child can never
be with more than one of the
biological parents. Rather than
serve to keep children with
their biological parents, same-
sex marriage works to separate
them.

If legal parenthood no
longer tracks biological parent-
hood, the result will be that the
government determines who is
a parent and not biology. The
presumption of paternity will
be replaced by a presumption
of parenthood, and the role of
fatherhood, no longer essential,
will be diminished.

Another effect of the redefi-
nition of marriage will be on
the place of religion in our so-

ciety. The idea that marriage is
between one man and one
woman is not the idiosyncratic
belief of one religion. It’s per-
haps the one common belief of
nearly all the world’s reli-
gions. If marriage is redefined,
it will marginalize the beliefs
of a huge percentage of the
population and institutionalize
an essentially atheistic idea of
marriage in its place. What we
are left with is a nominally
non-sectarian, sectarian and
anti-religious institution.

“The Catholic Servant”:
Why is this issue coming to a
head right now?

Dr. Morse: The Catholic
Church’s ancient teachings on
marriage and sex are being
proven correct all the time.
Same sex marriage would nev-
er be an issue if not for the sex-
ual revolution [the widespread
rebellion, most notably occur-
ring in the 1960s, against
norms derives in large part
from the Church’s teaching on
human sexuality]. While mar-
riage had served to unify sex,
childrearing, and marital love,
the sexual revolution came and
scattered all those parts. With
the advent of artificial insemi-
nation, another thing the
Church has been opposed to
from the beginning, childbear-
ing has become a private, indi-
vidual activity. Now it is ac-
ceptable to have sex without
being married and it’s possible
to have a child without ever
having sex.

The sexual revolution has-
n’t made anyone happy. I think
many young people are discov-

ering that now. But what it did
do was help weaken the organ-
ic reality of marriage. Because
childrearing and sex are no
longer tied up in marriage,
many people don’t understand
what marriage really is any-
more. For them, it’s become
just a promise of sexual exclu-
sivity and an emotional attach-
ment, and that’s why you see
people arguing for same-sex
marriage.

“The Catholic Servant”:
What can we say to our well-
meaning neighbors, especial-
ly the youth, who see same-
sex marriage as simply a civil
rights issue?

Dr. Morse: People who see
marriage as an individual right
really don’t understand what
marriage is and what makes it
unique. They think same-sex
marriage is an idea without a
downside. They think it’s no-
body’s business if two people
want to be married and so what
if they are the same sex. But
marriage isn’t just a contract
between two people. It’s the
basis of creating community.
It’s how we bring children into
the world.

The most success I have
changing people’s minds is by
showing them that there is a
downside to redefining mar-

riage. It’s more than just a mat-
ter of including or excluding
certain people from calling
themselves married; to redefine
marriage to accommodate
same-sex couples results in a
new theory of parenthood. It’s
serious business. There are
courts out there awarding
parental rights to people who
are not actually parents on a
theory of “de facto parentage”
dreamed up to accommodate
same-sex couples. Judges who
say that it’s just a stereotype
that a kid needs both a mother
and a father are changing the
law for everyone. It’s going to
change the very basis for ac-
quiring parental rights and re-
sponsibilities. It won’t be a bi-
ological basis anymore, but a
legal one.

Readers interested in learn-
ing more about the Ruth Insti-
tute and the importance of de-
fending natural marriage are
invited to check out the Insti-
tute’s podcast page:
www.ruthinstitute.libsyn.com.

This article was funded by the
St. Bernadette of Soubirous Chair
of Writing sponsored by Thomas
and Barbara Janas.
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TRIDENTINE MASS SCHEDULE FOR SOUTH ST. PAUL

Holy Trinity Church:
749 Sixth Ave South, South St. Paul. PH: 651-455-1302

Monday & Wednesday, 5:15 pm; Tuesday & Thursday, 8:00 am;
Friday, (except First Fridays)12:00 noon 

St. Augustine Church:
408 Third Street North, South St. Paul. PH: 651-451-1212

Sunday, 11:30 am
First Friday & Holy Days, 7:30 pm
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Parents, godparents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, friends, parishioners,
teachers, coaches, neighbors, Knights of Columbus and Serrans...

It takes courage to follow Jesus.
Do you know a young man who’s got what it takes?

Please invite him to this event. 

TEAM VIANNEY EVENT
Dates to be announced

Catholic high school to college-age men (9th grade and up) meet for dinner with college
seminarians. Attend Adoration and Benediction, hear a short dynamic talk on our Catholic
faith, and participate in an energetic Mass with college seminarians and university students.
Dinner is open to high school and college age students. Adoration, Benediction, and Mass
are open to everyone.

5:30 - Dinner with seminarians
6:30 - Adoration with evening prayer
7:30 - Mass at seminary

DEDICATION.    LEADERSHIP.     VOCATION.

Where:
St. John Vianney Seminary, University of St. Thomas (St. Paul campus)
For more information, contact SJV at 651-962-6825 or sjv@stthomas.edu

Help him join the Team. Christ’s Team.

ATTN: 

“The Catholic Servant”:
Why did it take so long for
the bishops to approve this
new translation?

Mr. Carstens: Well, partly
because it’s a big book. It’s a
big important book that will be
used by English-speaking
Catholics all over the world.
It’s not just for a few people in
a localized area. Again, this in-
cludes bishops’ conferences—
there are 11 of them in the In-
ternational Commission on En-
glish in the Liturgy, all over the
world—the Philippines to New
Zealand to England to Canada.
And so there are a lot of people
involved. So that’s one thing. It
just takes a long time for a pro-
ject this massive. Also, the care
that needs to be a part of the
project requires a certain
amount of time.

“The Catholic Servant”:
We’re at the point now where
we are going to do this, and
it’s NOT a matter of prefer-
ence for parishes, right?

Mr. Carstens: That’s cor-
rect. The discussion the bish-
ops had—some of us might be
familiar with either watching it
or reading the transcripts—that
was perfectly suitable in that
time. That was hard work that
they had to do, and tough de-

bates they had to have about
which words do this, do the job
that they need to do. But that
period is over. It’s not a time of
what should it say, what we’d
like to say, what ought it to
have said. They’re going to say
what the words say. So, our job
is to help people understand
what the Church means when
she says, “I believe,” when she
says “and with your spirit.”

“The Catholic Servant”:
For the person in the pew, are
the changes going to be as
substantial as for the priest
who is praying the Eucharis-
tic prayer?

Mr. Carstens: Well, in a
sense that’s no. I mean, every-
thing the priest says will
change. Maybe six or eight or
ten things that the laity says
will change. So, on the one
hand, no. But on the other, we
actively participate through lis-
tening. So just because the
priest is saying it doesn’t mean
we’re not paying attention and
it’s not going to be difficult for

us. We have to hear what he
has to say, and we have to hear
the meaning in his words. So,
in that regard, it’s equally as
challenging for priest and peo-
ple.

“The Catholic Servant”:
You said everything is going
to change. It’s not going to be
the essence of the Mass; it’s
going to be the words of the
Mass.

Mr. Carstens: That is cor-
rect. What’s changing is the
sacramental language. So, the
words change to express more
authentically and clearly the

unchanging meaning of the
Mass. So, that’s what’s chang-
ing.

“The Catholic Servant”:
Finally, will there be changes
eventually in the other sacra-
ments?

Mr. Carstens: Sure. Every
ritual book in the Church will
be translated, sooner or later,
according to these principles;
so right, all of the sacraments,
the Liturgy of the Hours, the
book of blessings, funerals, all

will be re-translated.

John Sondag is Director of
Religious Education at the
Church of St. Helena in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, and pub-
lisher of “The Catholic Ser-
vant.”

This article was funded by the
St. Francis de Sales Chair of Writ-
ing sponspored by Jeff and Susan
Pitman.
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By Dale Ahlquist

I remem-
ber with
some embar-
r a s s m e n t
how in the
1970s (and
what about
the 1970s is
not embar-
rassing?), I
was quite

swept up, along with my fellow
evangelicals, with an almost
obsessive interest in the end
times. We, of course, believed
we were living in the end
times. I suppose, to some de-
gree, every Christian who has
ever lived has had reason to be-
lieve that, or at least reason to
hope that Christ will come
soon. But we also believed in
“The Rapture,” the idea that
just before Christ returned, all
the Christians would suddenly
go “poof” and get a quick tick-
et out of here in order to avoid
the coming persecution. Then
the Anti-Christ, “the Beast,”
would rule the world for a
while, and then, finally, Christ
would come. The timing of the
Rapture and duration of the
Rule of the Anti-Christ and se-
quence of events before the
Second Coming and the Final
Judgment differed, depending
on whether you were a pre-
Millennialist, a mid-Tribber, a
post-Tribber, and so on, based
on how you interpreted the

Bible and strung together the
writings of Daniel of Babylon,
Paul of Tarsus, and John of Pat-
mos.

Rapture-theology inspired
the phenomenally successful
“Left Behind” book series—
demonstrating that the Tribula-
tion of future Christians can be
a pretty profitable venture for
at least a few present Chris-
tians.

There is no “Rapture” in
Catholic theology, but Evan-
gelicals and Catholics have
generally shared the belief that
there will be an anti-Christ ris-
ing to power in the end times.
However, Catholics never real-
ly seemed to get as worked up
about it. In fact, I noticed that I
completely lost interest in it af-
ter my conversion. A few years
ago I read Michael O’Brien’s
Father Elijah, but it did not
particularly capture my imagi-
nation. During Lent, however, I
read another novel about the
end times, and I thought it was
excellent—not only well-craft-
ed, but a profound and truly
prophetic book.

The author’s vision of the
future does not seem far-
fetched: rapid transit, rapid
communication, densely popu-
lated cities that are bathed in
artificial light. A particularly
health conscious populace ab-
hors discomfort. Suffering is
solved quickly by official eu-
thanasia. A godless humanism
has rejected traditional religion

and morality. A highly social-
ized system moves quickly to a
one-world government. The
new leader comes from an ob-
scure background but suddenly
captures the world’s stage
though no one seems to know
anything about him. He is
praised with an emotional
wave as a universal peacemak-
er and hailed as the savior of
the world.

And yet with all the toler-
ance and understanding and
peace and euphoria, there is
still an excuse to openly perse-
cute and even kill Catholics
and do everything possible to
destroy the Catholic Church.
Though the new Humanitarians
regret the recourse to violence,
they are nonetheless thankful
for the results.

G.K. Chesterton says,
“Once abolish the god, and the
government becomes god.” We
see this idea acted out in this
apocalyptic novel. The Human-
istic idea that man alone is suf-
ficient breeds the idea that man
is to be worshipped and will al-
low no other deity to be wor-
shipped. The world may reject
Christ, may reject His Vicar on
earth, the Pope, but, as Chester-
ton says, “sooner or later it will
try to supply the need of some-
thing like a Papacy; even if it
tries to do it on its own ac-
count. That will be indeed an
ironical situation. The modern
world will have set up a new
Anti-Pope, even if, as in Mon-

signor Benson’s romance, the
Anti-Pope has rather the char-
acter of an Antichrist.”

Who’s Monsignor Benson?
Robert Hugh Benson, the

author of the book to which
I’ve been referring, and to
which also Chesterton refers.
It’s called The Lord of the
World, and it was written in
1907!

Robert Hugh Benson was
the son of the Archbishop of
Canterbury. He converted to
Catholicism in 1903, was or-
dained a Catholic priest, wrote
15 novels, and died in 1914 at
the young age of 43.

Whether or not Monsignor
Benson’s picture of our future
is accurate, the fact is his pic-
ture of our present is chillingly
accurate.

The author apologizes for
the sensational nature of the
book, but he says he chose it as
the best means by which to
make his point: a picture of
what the world would look like
as “the necessary culmination
of unimpeded subjectivity.” In
other words, relativism. But the
term was not even yet known
when Monsignor Benson wrote
his book.

He certainly illustrates the
words of the prophet Jeremiah
who predicts the false comfort
offered by those who say,
“Peace, peace,” when there is
no peace. (Jer. 6:14) The Bible
quite clearly promises that a
time of testing will come. In

The Lord of the World, the au-
thor says that only the humble
and the pure will stand the test
for long. Sobering words, in-
deed.

It is interesting that even in
secular film and literature,
most visions of the future are
dark. We generally see a world
that has blown itself to bits,
where civilization stands in ru-
ins, and even the survivors are
mere shells of human beings.

The Lord of the World, how-
ever dark, is actually a novel of
great hope. It is well worth
reading, and I give nothing
away even if I tell you how the
story ends, because every
Catholic should already know
the ending. There is a final
stand-off between the Pope and
the Anti-Pope, between Christ
and the anti-Christ. The dra-
matic ending is nothing less
than the end of the world.

Dale Ahlquist is President
of the American Chesterton So-
ciety and host of the EWTN se-
ries “G.K. Chesterton: The
Apostle of Common Sense.”

This article was funded by the
St. Benedicta of the Cross (Edith
Stein) Chair of Writing sponsored
by Dr. and Mrs. Raymond and
Mary Bonnabeau.

Ahlquist

A surprising book about the end of the world, but we know that the world ends
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